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DEPARTMENT OFTHE ARMY
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DE8 18 2000

Freedom of Infomation/
Privacy Office

Nft, Donald Friedman
Confidential Legal Correspondence
ll25 Thid Steet
Napa, Califomia 94559-3015

Dear Mr. Friedman:

References:

a. Your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated May 25, 2006, to the Department
ofthe Afmy, Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Division (DA FOIA/PA DIV), for all
documents pertaining to the microwave auditory effect, microwave hearing effecr, Frey effect,
artificial telepathy, and/or any device/weapon which uses and./or causes such effect; and any
covert or undisclosed use of hlpnosis. On September 5, 2006, the DA FOIA/PA DIV refened a
copy of your rcquest to this offica. Yow request was received on September 11,2006.

b. Our letter of September 13, 2006, infoming you of the search for records at another element
ofour command and were unable to comply with the 20-day statutory time limit in processrng
your request.

As noted in our letter, the search has been completed with another element of this command
and the record has be€n retumed to this office for our review and direct response to you.

We have completed a mandatory declassification review in accordance with Executive Order
(EO) 12958, as amended. As a result ofthis review, ithas been determined that the Army
information no longer warrants security classification protection and is releasable to you. A copy
ofthe record is enclosed for your use.

Fees for processing your rcquest are waived.



If you have any questions conceming this action, please feel free to contact this office at (301)
677-2308. Refer to case #614F-06.

Sincercly,

*-a,JL"J
tterfreld

Freedom of Information/Privacy Office
Investi gative Records Repository

Enclosure
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Bioeffects of Selected Nonlethal
Weapons(fn 1)

This addendum to the Nonlethal Technologies*Worldwide (NGIC-I 147-101-98) study
addresses in summary, some ofthe most often asked questions ofnonlethal weapons
technology, the ph)siological responses observed in clinical settings ofthe biophysical
coupling and susceptibility ofpersonnel to nonlethal effects weapons. These results
identify and validate some aspects of maturing nonlethal technologies that may likely be
encountered or used as nonlethal effectors in the future includins:

. Laser and other light phenomena.

. Radioftequency directed energy.

. Awal bioeffects.

The study ofelectromagnetic fields and their influence on biological systems is
incraaiing rapidly. Much ofthis wo* is taking place because ofhealth concems. For
example, increased concem has arisen regarding the effects ofoperator exposure to the
electromagnetic fields associated with short-wave diathermy devices, high power
microwave ovens, rada! systems, magnetic resonance imaging units, etc. In addition,
much concem has arisen about extremely low frequency (60 Hz power frequency)
eleakic and magnetic fields that originate fiom high-voltage kansmission lines, indust[ial
equipment, and residential appliances. Both occupational and residential lo[g-term
exposure have been the focus ofepidemiological studies. The studies have suggested
possible adverse effects on human health (e.9., cancer, rcproduction, etc.). Laboratory
research is still being pursued to identify possible mechanisms ofinteraction. However,
other than thermal heating for microwave frequencies, there is no yet agreed-upon
mechanism ofaction. As a co[sequence, our knowledge base is developed entirely with
phenomenological observations. Because ofthis fact, it is not possible to predict how
norithermal biological effects may diflbr llom one exposure modality to another. It is
especially difficult, because ofthe small data base for fast pulses, to predict biological
effects that might be associated with high-power pulses ofextremely short duration.

There is, however, a growing perception that microwave irradiation and exposure to low
frequency fields can be involved in a wide range ofbiological interactions. Some
investigators are even beginning to describe similarities between microwave irradiation
and drugs regarding their effects on biological systems. For exarnple, some suggest that
power density and specific absorption rate of microwave irradiation may be thought ofas
analogous to the concentration ofthe injection solution and the dosage ofdrug
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admin;stration, respectively. Clearly, the effects ofmicrcwaves on brain tissue,
chemistry, and functions arc complex and selective. Observations ofbody weight and
behavior revealed that ruts, exposed rmder certain conditions to microwaves, eat and
drink less, have smaller body weight as a result ofnonspecific stress mediated tbrough
the central nenous system and have decreased motor activity. It has beerl found that
exposure of the animals to one modality of radiofiequency electromagnetic energy
substantially decreases aggtessive behavior during exposure. However, the opposite
effects ofmicrowaves, in increasing the mobility and aggression ofanimals, has also
been shown for a different exposure modality. Recent published data implicates
microwaves as a factor related to a deficit in spatial memory function. A similar tlpe of
effect was observed with exposure to a "resonance tuned" extremely low frequency
magnetic field. Thus, the data base is replete with phenomenological observations of
biological systems "affected" by exposure to electromagnetic energy. (The fact that a
biological system responds to an extemal influence does not automatically nor easily
truslate to the suggestion ofadverse influence on health.) The objective ofthe present
study was to identify information ftom this developing understanding ofelectomagnetic
effects on animal systems that could be coupled with human biological susceptibilities.
Situations whcrc thc intersection ofthese two domains coexist Drovide oossibilities for
use in nonlethal applications.

I[capacitating Effect: Microwave Heatitrg

Body heating to mimic a fever is the natule ofthe R.F incapacitation. The objective is to
provide heating in a very controlled way so that the body receives nearly uniform heating
and no organs are damaged. Core temperatwes approximately 41o C are considered to be
adequate. At such temperature a considerably changed demeanor will take place with the
individual. Most p€ople, under feve! conditions, become much less aggrcssive; some
people may become more initable. The subjective sensations produced by this buildup of
heat are far more unpleasant than those accompanying fever. In hlperthermia all the
effector processes are stmined to the utrnost, whereas in fever they axe not. It is also
possible that microwave h,?erthermia (even with only a 1' C increase in brain
temperature) may disrupt working memory, thus resulting in disorientation.

Biological TsrgeUNormal Functious,/Disease State

The temperature of warm-blooded (homeothermic) animals like the human rcmans
pnctically unchanged although the surrounding temperature may vary considerably. The
nomal human body tempentue recorded ftom the mouth is usually given as 37' C, with
the iectal tempemtue one degree higher. Variation between individuals is tlpically
between 35.8' C and 37.8' C orally. Variatiorc also occur in any one individuai
throughout the day-a difference of l 0' C or even 2.0o C occurring between the
maximum in the late allemoon or early evedng, and the minimum between 3 and 5
o'clock in the moming. Strenuous muscular ex€rcise causes a temporary rise in body
temperatue that is proportional to the severity ofthe exercise; the level may go as high as
40.0. c.



Extreme heat stress, such that the bodys capacity for heat loss is exceeded, causes a
pathological increase in the temperature ofthe body. The subjective sensations prcduced
by this buildup ofheat are far more unpleasant than those accompanying fever. In
hyperthermia all the effector processes are stained to the utmost, whereas in fevers they
are not. The limiting temperature for survival, however, is the same in both cases--a body
temperature of42o C. For briefperiods, people have been known to survive temperatures
as high as 43 ' C.

In prolonged h)?erthermia, with temperatures over 40' C to 41. C, the bmin suffers
severe damage that usually leads to death. Periods ofhlTrerthermia are accompanied by
cerebral edema that damage newons, and the victim exhibits disorientation, delirium, and
convulsions. This sFdrome is popularly referred to as sunstroke, or heatstroke,
depending on the circumstances. When the hyperthermia is prolonged, brain damage
interferes with the central thermoregulatory mechanisms. In particular, sweat secretion
ceases, so that the condition is further exacerbated.

Mechanism to Produce the Desired Effects

This concept builds on about 40 years ofexperience with the heating effects of
microwaves. Numerous studies have been perfomed on animals to identify
characteristics ofimportance to the understanding ofenergy deposition in animals. As a
result of the physics, the relationship between the size ofthe animal and the wavelength
ofthe radiofrequency energy is most important. In fact, the human exposure guidelines to
radioftequency radiation are designed around knowledge ofthe differential absorption as
a functior of fiequency and body size. The challenge is to minimize the time to effect
while causing no permanent injury to any organ or the total body and to optimize the
equipment function. The orientation ofthe incident energy with respect to the orientation
ofthe animal is also important.

In a study ofthe effect ofRF radiation on body tempelature in the Rhesus monkey, a
freqtency (225 MHz) is purposely chos€n that deposits energy deep within the body o f
the animal. A dos€ rate of 10 W,&g caused th€ body temperature to increase to 42o C in a
short time (10-15 min), To avoid ineversible adverse effects, th€ exposurc was
terminated when a temperature of 42o C was reached. A lower dose rate of 5 W,&g
caused the temperature to increase to 41.5o C in less than 2 hours. The reversible narure
ofthis response was demonstrated by the rapid drcp in body temperature when RF
exposure was teminated before a critical temperature of42o C was reached. It is
estimated for rats that the abso6ed threshold conrulsive dose lies between 22 a!|td 35 !/g
for exposure dwations ftom less thar a second to l5 minutes. For 30-pinute exposurc,
the absorbed threshold dose for decrease in endurance is near 20 J/g, the threshold for
work stoppage approximately 9 J/g, and the threshold for work pertubation ranges liom
5 to 7 yg. All ofthe above measures, except convulsions, arc t)?es ofnonlethal
incapacition.

A rough estimate of the power required to heat a human for this technology is on the
order of l0 Wkg given about 15 to 30 minutes oftarget activation. Actual power levels




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































